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HEAR THE CLARION CALL: ‘‘FORWARD!”’ 
NO UNCERTAIN SOUND HERE! 





Following is. the inaugural statement of Sam Morris, Executive Director of the National 
Temperance League, Inc.: 


**I pledge my best effort to accomplish the objective of the league as stated in its constitu- 
tion, which is: To seek a moral and scientific solution of the beverage alcohol problem, and 
through every effective means to promote abstinence for the individual and group action to dimin- 
ish and ultimately eliminate the traffic in alcoholic beverages and the evil arising therefrom. 

*‘We shall work along three very well defined lines to accomplish that goal: Education, 
legislation, and agitation. We shall seek to change individual attitudes, alter social customs, 
and stir our churches and social agencies to greater action by agitating the liquor question before 
the general public through the radio, the printed page, and other media of information. 

‘The American public should be taught the undeniable scientific fact that alcohol in beer, 
wine, and whiskey is a habit-forming narcotic, poisonous drug which paralyzes the brain, de- 
presses the nerves, and releases inhibitions. Its use is unnecessary. The one sure way of pre- 
venting drunkeness, alcoholism, and liquor-caused crime and accidents is through abstinence 
from the use of alcohol. The education program of both state and national Leagues must continue 
to teach abstinence, not moderation. 

**The elimination of the commercialjzed liquor traffic requires legislation. Laws are passed 
and administered by elected representatives. Our organization will seek, through its national and 
state Leagues, to convince the people of the necessity for electing to local, state and national 
offices representatives who will enact and enforce the kind of legislation that will be demanded 
when the harmful social effects arising under existing liquor laws are realized. 

‘*Many present state laws deny the democratic principle of local option, Some statutes deny 
local authorities any right of consultation in the matter of granting or revoking liquor licenses. 
The Federal government should protect the Armed Services and the National Security Training 
Corps from exploitation by brewers and others. It should stop the use now being made of radio, 
television, and other facilities of interstate commerce to encourage the drinking of alcoholic 
beverages through advertising. The legislation recommended by the Kefauver Committee to pro- 
tect local option areas from the introduction of liquors from neighboring wet states ought to be 
enacted. 

*‘We believe that the Church and friends of temperance throughout the nation will rally 
behind an aggressive program of organized temperance effort to stop the mounting evils now 
being caused by the drink traffic.’’ 
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LETTERS THAT LIFT 


Following is a copy of a letter addressed 





to The Temperance League of New Jersey by a_ 


fine man in the State. We commend it for thought- 
ful weighing by ministers, church boards, and 


lay people. Could not this well be the judgment’ 


and attitude adopted by all? 

*‘Gentlemen: I am happy to enclose here- 
with check for Fifty Dollars to assist in your 
tremendously important work of educating the 
public regarding the evils of the liquor traffic. 
My father was a strong supporter of the Anti- 
Saloon League; and | am glad to act in his 
behalf and because of my own feeling in the 
matter. 

‘With best wishes to you in your splendid 
work, | am, Sincerely yours.”’ 

Such a letter, brings more than money. 





“Count me o’er earth’s chosen heroes, -- they 
were souls that stood alone’’. --- 


---James Russell Lowell 


‘‘] neither smoke nor drink, as nothing destroys 
a woman’s beauty quicker than liquor and 
tobacco.” ---Billy Burke, Actress. 





FREE-WILL NOT TAX 


Now that Autumn is here and the mission of 
the Christian Churches is receiving added em- 
phasis, surely the tragedy of drink is important 
enough for practical consideration. Recognize 
it as a hellish assault on the citadel of the good 
life, 
Master’s concern about such a destroyer of all 
that is fine. His concerns must be ours, also. 
There are earnest, understanding men and women 
of every Christian communion, even Catholics, 
who know that the churches and church people 
ought to fight this darkness with light. 

The Temperance League of New Jersey, 
through the decades, has been the agency of 
the churches to keep this fssue alive in the 
minds of the people. The League gives service 
to the churches, and-- for the churches -- to 
youth and the State in general. No church and 


eevee 


and there. will remain no doubt of the 


no person should fail to give the League a 
worthy place in their financial planning; and 
do it now. Many churches should view $100.00 
as a minimum aim. And this could be done 
without difficulty. 

A Nazarene Church in New Jersey, facing 
the costs of a needed new building, nevertheless 
gave an offering of more than $113.00 to the 
work of The Temperance League. 

A strong layman, who is Sunday School 
Superintendent in another church, informs me 
that he has led his school to place the League 
in their budget for the sum of $50.00; and that 
he is asking his church to budget another 
$50.00 to the League. Why not others do like- 
wise? 





DENOMINATIONAL REPRESENTATION 


The Constitution of the Temperance League 
of New Jersey provides that ‘‘All church de- 
nominations shall be entitled to representation 
upon the Board of Trustees of this League.’’ 
It is hoped that each conference, convention, 
synod, and presbytery will name its own mem- 
bers to serve on our Board of Trustees. Super- 
intendent McDonald will be happy to discuss 
this matter of relationship and cooperation with 
responsible leaders of any communion. 
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ENLIGHTENED STATESMEN 
IN OTHER LANDS 


In far away Iran a group of prominent legis- 
lators have been calling on the government to 
prepare a bill outlawing the general use of in- 
toxicants in that country. Neighboring India and 
Pakistan have set the example. Perhaps the 
secret is that these are predominently Mohamme- 
dan peoples. The Koran, their sacred scriptures, 
calls alcohol ‘‘unclean and filthy’’. It says, 
‘*Fermented wine is made by Satan; avoid it.’’ 
For themselves, these modern men recognize 
that ‘‘most of the country’s social evils stem 
from indulgence in ’’ungodly drink’’. 


THEN WHAT HAPPENED TO OUR BIBLE? 


If the Koran is so clear on the use of in- 
toxicants, and since Mohammedans have rev- 
erenced and followed their scriptures on the 
subject of drink, why have ‘‘Christian’’ nations 
through the centuries suffered so greatly from 
alcohol? Are we compelled to admit that our 
Christian and Hebrew scriptures are less posi- 
tive than the Koran? From the middle ages until 
now, translators and commentators have implied 
that what Jesus called ‘‘fruit of the vine’’ was 
fermented drink. This has encouraged millions 
of people to ignore Bible warnings and risk 
the consequences. Who can really believe that 
Christ made, used, or gave an intoxicant? Is 
that not to belittle His wisdom or His integrity? 

‘It is perfectly clear that there were 
intoxicating wines and non-intoxicating wines 
in the days of the Prophets and of Christ’s life 
on earth. The one is condemned and the other 
is commended.”’ 





LIQUOR TRAFFIC 

I believe that the drink traffic is one of 
the greatest evils which curse our land today. 
Every week that I live I am more convinced that 
the political power of the liquor traffic and the 
drinking habits of our people, are of the great- 
est -- if not the greatest -- hindrance in the way 
of everything that makes for national righteous- 
ness and the betterment of the conditions of 
the people. ---The late Phillip Snowden, 


 ) ®@ Chancellor of the Exchequer, Great Britain. 





AN INTELLIGENT NATION 


The following sentences are quoted from a 
65-page book on the Alcohol Question, which is 
given to every officer in the Swedish Army: 

**Alcohol is before all a poison to the 
nervous system. It paralyzes progressively the 
large brain and the spinal column.’’ 

**Alcohol cannot be used as food for 
muscle work. Alcohol is not burned in the 
muscles, but in the liver.’’ 

‘If a person feels himself stimulated 
after he has taken liquor, it is because his 
sensitiveness to weariness has been para- 
lysed. This constitutes a great danger.’’ 

‘‘The General Director of the Swedish 
Medical Service says: ‘Alcohol is not a medi- 
cine, but a poison. It should be sold from 
apothecaries only for external use, or as a 
solvent, and always provided with a poison 
sign’.’’ 

‘*Bacteriologist Dr. Lofstrom says: ‘Do 
not use alcohol in sickness; it is of no value 
at any stage. Even those quantities, which 
many think very moderate, can seriouslyeaffect 


‘the course of sickness, even to the point of 


endangering recovery’.’’ 

**Alcohol lowers accomplishment in those 
fields which demand special skill.’”’ 

Contrast such honesty as the above with 
film-propaganda in our own camps which com- 
mends moderate use of alcoholic drinks for 
their relaxing, comforting effects! The Swedes 
do not ignore the damaging and dangerous 
effects, from the start. 


“‘INSOBRIETY -- 
THE GREAT AMERICAN TRAGEDY” 


This will be the theme of the 79th annual 
convention of the Catholic Total Abstinence 
Union. The 74-year-old Rev. Dr. John W. Keogh, 
crusading president, has issued the following 
statement: 

**The havoc of indulgence in alcohol causes 
great scandal, ruins health of body and soul, 
breaks up families, makes our highways un- 
safe, fills jails and asylums, and costs the 
State more than it derives through tax receipts 
from sales of beer and liquor.’’ 
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TEMPERANCE SUNDAY MATERIAL 
By LAURA LINDLEY, Research Secretary 


“The Israelites had sinned against the 
Eternal Their God....They ... followed the 
customs of the nations .... would not listen.... 
They rejected His rule .... went after false 
gods.”’ (I Kin. 12:16-23; II Kin. 17:1-18) 

Civic conditions were at a low ebb in 
Israel. There was much misery and want, crime 
and debauchery. The prophets, keen students 
and critics of the life of the nation, declared 
that much of the evils endured could be traced 
to self-indulgence, particularly in drinking. 

The United States has haggled long about 
sending grain to starving India. Yet nearly 
3,000,000, tons of grain were used in 1950 to 
make distilled spirits and beer. 

.. that lie 
and eat the lambe of the 
. That drink wine from 


bowls, and anoint themselves with the chief 


**Woe to them that are at ease .. 
upon beds of ivory.... 


flock, and calves ... 


ointments; but they are not grieved for the 
afflictions of Joseph.’’ (Amos 6:1-6) 

“The average alcoholic in San Francisco 
has been arrested 49 times, and the cost to San 
Francisco for these wasted arrests, rearrests 
and dismissals is between $500,000 and 
$1,700,000 annually. There is no available data 
regarding the devastating and perhaps immeasur- 
able effects of alcoholism upon employment, in- 
digency, divorce and disrupted family life. 








What stronger breastplate than a 
heart untainted? 

Thrice is he armed that hath his 
quarrel just. 

And he but naked, though locked 
up in steel, 

Whose conscience with injustice is 
corrupted. 

---Shakespeare (Henry V1). 


x**e eK K * 


‘“*Every teacher who values the future of youth 
should join the battle against the liquor traffic.’’ 





YOU CAN SAY ‘‘NO THANK YOU!"’ 
(From Sunshine Magazine, March ’51.) 


TO THE EDITOR: My husband’s employer 
is a wealthy man, and at times entertains the 
families of his chief employees at his palatial 
home. It was a beautiful garden party with 
colored beach umbrellas and uniformed min- 
strels. Liquor was served in various forms. My 
husband and I do not drink, hence we asked for 
ginger ale. This had its effect, for when the 
waiter returned, half his tray was replaced with 
ginger ale. 

However, there was at least one other 
effect -- and this was the payoff: The wealthy 
host did not touch intoxicants either, and sipped 


only ginger ale. -- Mrs. L. F. Bird. 











‘“*Here we have on one side a sordid business 
for the accumulation of money, and on the 
other the interest of every parent in the U. S. 
who has a son in the army; not to mention the 
responsibility of the war department to develop 
an army of the highest quality.’’ By every 
known test booze destroys the best. 

>see e& 
“If you get the best whiskey, it will get the 
best of you.” 

**X¥ XK K * 
**Drink doesn’t add up to much -- except loss.’’-- 

Robert V. Seliger, M. D. 

x**xe KKK * 
**Total abstinence is the safety zone on the 
highway of life, for yourself and others.”’ 

**x eK K * 

News has come of the death of Dr. George 

W. Crabbe, in Baltimore. Formerly Superintendent 
of the Anti-Saloon League of America, he was 
well-known and loved across the land; a strong 
fighter against the curse of drink. 


** eK K * 


“Medically and socially, the case against 


alcohol is just as clear as the case against 


---Dr. Richard Cabot 


x**e KK *K * 


opium. 


“*To avoid criticism, say nothing, do nothing, be 
nothing.”’ 








